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Drury-Lane Theatre, Now 20, 1744. 


To the PUB LI Gk. 


S the extraordinary Diſturbances which have lately happen'd at this Theatre, 
greatly affect the Diverſions of the Public, as well as the Property of the Mana- 
ger, he thinks it incumbent on him to juſtify his Conduct, by giving a fair and 
candid State of the Caſe; which he flatters himſelf will convince the Impartial, 


that the Fomenting ſuch Diviſions are as contrary to his Inclinations, as they are 
detrimental to his Intereſt. 


The Reaſons of Complaint aſſign'd, he apprehends, are the Exhibition of Pantomimes, Ad- 
vanc d Prices, and Inſults on the Audience. As to the firſt, he ſubmits it to be confider'd, that 
however diſtaſteful fuch Pieces may be to the Delicacy of ſome Judgements, yet there are 
others to whoſe Taſte they are more happily ſuited ; ſo that what occaſions Diſguſt in one, 
may afford Dzver/ion to another: And as the Play-houſe may be conſider'd as the general Mart 
of Pleaſure, it is only from the Variety of the Entertainment the different Taſtes of the Pub- 
lick can be ſupply'd: Of this the Receipts of the Houſe are a ſufficient Evidence, it being 


notorious how neceſſary the Addition of ſuch Pieces is towards procuring the beſt Play a nume- 
rous Audience. | | 


With regard to the advenc'd Prices, the Manager hop'd he ſhould, in ſome Meaſure, be 
juſtify'd by the great Increaſe of the Charges of the Theatre; which, notwithſtanding any 
Reduction that has been made, are ſtill, at leaſt, a fourth Part greater than uſual. But as in 
this Point he has already ſubmitted, he conceives it can no longer remain the Subject of their 


e eſpecially, as by an Advertiſement handed about the Theatre, it was ſaid: That 


ery Objettion would ceaſe, when the Manager conſented to return the advanc'd Price to thoſe who 


2 Aid not chuſe to be tortur d with Entertainments. 
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As to Inſults on the Audience, he thinks he ſhould be the Laſt to commit an Offence of this 
Kind, and would willingly be the Firſt to make an Attonement for it : But as he apprehends 
this Charge has been greatly aggravated, by a Gentleman's being feiz'd and carry'd before a 
Magiſtrate, he hopes, if he ſhall appear to have been an entire Stranger to the whole Proceed- 
ing, he ſhall not be anſwerable for an Offence of which he is 7znocer?. Lait Weck, upon 
ſome Perſons flinging the Sconces and Candles on the Stage, a Quarrel aroſe, 'midſt the Confu- 
ſion of which, this Gentleman was ſecur'd, but by whom the Manager knows not, nor ever 
gave any Order, or was any way acquainted with the Affair, till after he was diſcharg'd ; for 


the Truth of which he muſt refer to the Affidavit annex'd. 


As to the Accuſation of ſeveral Bruiſers (as they are term'd) being employ'd, and appearing 
on the Stage on Saturday Night, in order to inſult Gentlemen; the Manager declares there 
were none but the Peace Officers, Carpenters, Scene-men which, on account of Entertain- 
ments, are very numerous) and other Servants belonging to the Theatre; nor did they appear, 
till urg'd by the Violence of the Tumult by tearing wp Benches, and threat'ning to come on the 
Stage, and demoliſh the Scenes, Nor could the Manager apprehend this /zga/ Precaution to pre- 
vent Miſchief and defend bis Property, would ever be conſtru'd as an Infringement of the 
Liberty of an Audience, eſpecially when it is conſider'd, what great Damages he ſuſtain'd 
ſome Years ago on an Attempt of the lie Nature If any ſuch Perſons appear'd in the Pit, 
the Manager preſumes, they muſt have come in with the Multitude, after his Door-keepers 
were drove from their Poſts, and the Houſe was open to all, which was evident from ſeveral 
hundred Perſons more being preſent at the Diſturbance, than were at the Performance that 


Night, who then came to a Determination to prevent any Performance on Monday, 


After this Impartial Account of his Conduct, the Manager appeals to the Judgment of the 


Public, what Foundation he has given fbr the outragious Diſlurbance on Monday Night, and 
cannot help thinking, the rea! Injuries he has ſuſtain d, too ſevere a Puniſhment for an 
imaginary Offence, having loſt: ſeveral hundred Pounds already, by People being terrify'd from 


frequent= 


LA 
ng the Theatre. A total Excluſion is now inſiſted on, the Manager is to reſign his 
Perth, the Public to be * of their Diverſions, and the Players of their Siabfiſtence; 


all this, after every Conceſſion becoming one Gentleman to aſk, or another to make, has 
been ſubmitted to. bh (nd. 


Midas. 

and 5 To it, 

u gm. 
« TAMES GRAY, Conſtable of Drury Lane Play-houſe, came before me, one 
60 of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, for Middleſex and Weſtminſter, and vo- 
te Juntarily made Oath, That on Friday Night laſt, about Ten o'Clock, a Soldier came 
« to him in the Play-houſe Paſſage in Bridges-Street, and told him, he had a Gentle- 
« man in Cuſtody at the Bedford Arms Tavern, and defired this Deponent to go along 
« with him to the ſaid Gentleman, which he accordingly did; ſays, That when he 
« came there, he found a Gentleman in Cuſtody, who afterwards appeared to be one 
« Mr. Baynes, who told this Deponent, That he was charg'd in Cuſtody with two 
cc Soldiers, and deſired this Deponent would inform him how he muſt get diſcharg'd ; 
c upon which this Deponent defired him to go before Sir Thomas De Feil, and if no 
« Body appeared againſt him, he would be diſcharg'd ; fays, That he accordingly went 
« before Sir Thomas, and was immediately diſcharg'd, no Perſon appearing againſt him; 
« and this Deponent further fays, That he went along with him to Sir Thomas's Houſe, 
* but not as a Conſtable, for no Body gave any Charge of the Gentleman to this 
« Deponent ; fays, That during the whole Tranſaction he had not ſeen Mr, Fleetwood, 
« nor did not till ſome Time afterwards, when he acquainted the faid Mr. Fleetwood 
« with what had paſs'd, who reprimanded this Deponent for carrying a Gentleman 
ce before a Magiſtrate without acquainting him firſt with it; and this Deponent does, 
upon his Oath, further fay, That this Affair was carried on without the Privity or 
«© Conſent of the ſaid Mr. Fleetwood. | TY | 


James Gray. 


this 19th Day of 
November 174.4, 
voluntarily, 


Sworn before tf | * 


Tho. De Veil. 
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